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Samma Ajiva, Right Living

The term Ajiva is defined in various places by various scholars as livelihood. When the
discourses found in the Theravada Tradition are taken into consideration, no such a definition
is applied into the term Ajiva. This is a result of wrong reading the discourse. Vanijja Sutta of
Anguttara Nikaya gives the fivefold band trading in relation to the householder whose job is
trading or selling. However, Mahacattarisaka Sutta explains Miccha Ajiva directing to the
Ariyasavakas (Noble Ones) as those that should not be practiced by. They are kuhana, lapana,

nemittikata, nippesikata, labhena labham nijigimsanata.

Therefore, the purpose of this paper is to show what should be practiced by those who follow

the fifth path factor of the Noble Eightfold Path.
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